BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL

www.braunstonetowncouncil.org.uk
Darren Tilley — Executive Officer & Town Clerk

Braunstone Civic Centre, Kingsway, Braunstone Town, Leicester, LE3 2PP
Telephone: 0116 2899270 Fax: 0116 2824785

20" March 2015

FRANKLIN PARK COMMUNITY ORCHARD/MEADOW PROJEGT
WORKING GROUP MEETING
MONDAY 13™ APRIL 2015
6.30pm meet in Franklin Park Car Park for a walk through the Community Orchard
7.15pm Teal/Coffee and biscuits available in the Fosse Room, Braunstone Civic Centre

7.30pm Meeting of the Working Group, Fosse Room, Braunstone Civic Centre

AGENDA

1. Apologies
2. Report of the Last Meeting

To receive a report of the last meeting held 11" September 2014 (Enclosed)

S Activities 2015
a) To consider any formats and dates for open days during 2013

4, Arrangements for permanently opening the Orchard
a) To receive an update on progress with the Action Plan (Enclosed)

b) To consider any further or additional items of work_

5. Any Other Business






BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL
FRANKLIN PARK WORKING GROUP

REPORT OF MEETING HELD 11" SEPTEMBER 2014

PRESENT:- Councillor Mr N Brown (In the Chair), Mr R Berrington, Mrs | Day, Mr J Dodd, Mr J
Johnson, Mrs J Storer.

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:- Mrs P Hurd, Community Development Officer, Mr | Kennett,
Senior Groundsperson, Mr D Tilley, Executive Officer & Town Clerk

1.

Apologies
Apologies were received from Mrs J Dodd and Mrs J Nickson

Report of the Last Meeting

The Report of the Meeting held on 24t February 2014 was taken as read and signed by
the Chairperson.

Activities for 2014

a)

b)

To receive feedback on activities since the last meeting

Blackberry picking

The Community Orchard was opened on Saturday 16" and Sunday 17" for
Blackberry picking. John Dodd reported that he opened up the orchard on both
days with 15 residents attending on Saturday and 2 on Sunday. It was agreed that
Fruit Picking days needed to be publicised more widely using posters, website,
Facebook and Twitter.

Members debated the when the Orchard was opened for fruit picking as it was
noted that the date for the plum picking was too late and fruit had already started to
drop from the trees. it was suggested that dates for this should be decided nearer
the time depending on the fruit available, weather conditions etc.

To receive a progress report on activities arranged for Apple Day, 4 QOctober 2014
Mrs Hurd reported that the following items had been confirmed:

Bouncy Castle

Hawkwise Falconry

Highway Spinney Group

Coles Nurseries

Tree Faces — Braunstone Wildlife Group
Apple Produce Competition

Cake Samples

Refreshments

It was noted that there were no volunteers to run the apple crushing, longest apple
peel, apple juice samples and information stall. Mr N Brown confirmed that
Councillors would organise the apple crushing. Mrs Hurd agreed to contact Mr &
Mrs Selvidge to see if they are able to organise the Longest Apple Peel. The apple
juice samples and information stalls would be unmanned if no volunteers were
available.



c) To consider additional activities / working days for 2014/2015
It was agreed that pruning would need to take place before the next meeting of the
Committee in February 2015 and would need to be arranged during the winter
months.

Dates for other activities would be considered at the February 2015 meeting.

4, Arrangements for permanently opening the Orchard

a) To receive correspondence
A letter was received and noted by members from Mr John Dodd regarding the
opening of the Community Orchard

b) To receive the resolution of the Policy & Resources Committee (21% August 2014)
The resolution from the Policy & Resources Committee was received and noted.
Members discussed the option of opening the Community Orchard to the public.
Concerns were raised about glass, rubbish etc. in the undergrowth that had no yet
been removed and concern over the pond. Committee members were assured that
the Town Council were committed to opening the Community Orchard on a
permanent basis once any concerns over health and safety had been addressed,
entrances cleared and an Action Plan agreed for the ongoing maintenance of the
Orchard area. Mr N Brown recommended that the site is opened permanently in
the Autumn/Winter months when evenings were dark which may discourage
damage to the site.

It was suggested that the brambles running along the side of Franklin Park be
cleared back and the rubbish removed and the entrances cleared in preparation for
the site being opened permanently. It was agreed that this site was likely to grow
back quickly before the site is open to the public. Mr Kennett suggested that this
would need to be done in the Spring or Summer months as the ground tended to be
very wet in winter months.

c) To receive risk assessments for the Community Orchard
Risk Assessments were received and noted

d) To develop an appropriate Action Plan
The following initial Action Plan was agreed:

1. To assess the risks

2. Develop an Action Plan to remove or reduce the risks

3. Develop an Management Plan to carry our maintenance of the site, pruning and
fruit picking etc.

5. Any Other Business

There was no other business.

6. Termination of the Meeting
The meeting closed at 8.25pm.

SIGNED (CHAIR)
DATED
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MAP OF WHOLE SITE

Dated: 7¥ November 2014
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