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BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD AT BRAUNSTONE CIVIC CENTRE 
 

30TH JUNE 2016 at 8.00PM  
 
PRESENT: Councillor Berneta Layne (Town Mayor)  and Councillors Shabbir Aslam, 
Anthea Ambrose, Ajmer Basra, Roger Berrington, Nick Brown, Alex Dewinter, David 
Di Palma, Sam Fox-Kennedy, Amanda Hack, Paul Kennedy, Stuart Maxwell, Phil 
Moitt, Gary Sanders and Robert Waterton.  
 
Officers in Attendance: Mr D Tilley, Executive Officer & Town Clerk. 
 
There were 4 members of the public present at the meeting.  
 
 

COUNCILLOR BERNETA LAYNE, TOWN MAYOR, IN THE CHAIR 
 
5441 Commemoration of the life and work of Jo Cox, MP 
 

The Town Mayor opened the meeting reflecting on the sad loss of Jo Cox MP 
who was killed in her constituency on 16th June.   The Town Mayor invited 
those present to join in a minute’s silence to reflect upon Jo Cox’s passionate 
commitment to causes such as the plight of Syrian refugees and for her 
service to the community and our country.   The Town Mayor also urged 
Members to reflect on the importance of our democracy in protecting our 
freedoms and of elected representatives being part of the communities in 
which they serve. 
 
Further tributes were given by members of the Council, which had included in 
the Civic Centre memorial garden and concern was raised about threats to 
elected representatives, their families and their staff.   The importance of 
conducting affairs in a calm and rational manner was reinforced. 
  

5442 Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Sharon Betts, Dinesh 
Joshi, Sam Maxwell and Bill Wright. 

 
5443 Disclosures of Interest 

 
There were no disclosures of any Disclosable Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary 
Interests by Members. 
 

5444 Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Braunstone Town Council held on 12th 
May 2016 were circulated (item 3 on the agenda). 
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It was proposed by Councillor Berneta Layne and seconded by Councillor 
Nick Brown and was: 
    
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Braunstone Town 
Council held on 12th May 2016 be approved and signed by the Chairperson 
as a correct record.  

 
5445 Co-option to vacancies on the Council  

 
Council considered applications for co-option as a member of Braunstone 
Town Council, 1 vacancy for Thorpe Astley Ward and 1 vacancy for 
Winstanley Ward (item 4 on the agenda). 
 
Two applications had been received in the following order: 
1. Darshan Singh of 9 Hillrise Avenue, received 6th June 2016 (in response to 

the Winstanley Vacancy); and 
2. Parminder Basra of 38 Kingsway, received 21st June. 
A supplementary report was submitted, which included the applicants’ written 
submissions (filed with the agenda).    
 
The candidates each addressed Council explaining how they intended to 
serve as a Town Councillor and answered questions from members of the 
Council.   Both candidates agreed to leave the room while the Council 
considered the merits of their applications. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Nick Brown and seconded by Councillor Phil 
Moitt and was: 
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that Darshan Singh be co-opted as a Town Councillor to fill the vacancy 

for Winstanley Ward; and 
2. that Parminder Basra be co-opted as a Town Councillor to fill the vacancy 

for Thorpe Astley Ward. 
 

Reasons for Decision 
 
1. The submission provided background on Darshan Singh and he was 

considered suitable to serve as a Town Councillor.  Darshan Singh had 
responded specifically to the Winstanley vacancy and had been the first 
to express an interest. 

2. The submission provided background on Parminder Basra and she was 
considered suitable to serve as a Town Councillor.  Parminder Basra had 
expressed an interest in either vacancy and had been second to express 
an interest. 

 
Councillors Parminder Basra and Darshan Singh duly signed the formal 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took up their places on the Council.   
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5446 Annual Governance Statement 2015/2016 
 
Council received a report setting out the systems of internal control, including 
for the management of risk and the preparation of accounting statements 
during the financial year ended 31st March 2016 and to authorise the 
completion and submission of the Annual Governance Statement 2015/2016 
accordingly (item 5 on the agenda). 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Nick Brown and seconded by Councillor 
Amanda Hack and was: 
 
RESOLVED that the systems of internal control and management of risk be 
confirmed as sound and that Section 1, Annual governance statement 
2015/16, of the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2016 (attached 
as Appendix C) be completed, signed and submitted accordingly. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
Having reviewed the control measures for each of the areas listed on the 
Annual Governance Statement and the assessment of risks facing the 
Council and associated mitigating measures, Council were confident that to 
the best of their knowledge and belief, with respect of the accounting 
statements for the year ended 31st March 2016, there were sound systems of 
internal control and management of risk. 
 

5447 Accounting Statements 2015/2016 
 
Council received the End of Year Accounts for the financial year ended 31st 
March 2016 and considered adopting and submiting the Accounting 
Statements 2015/2016 accordingly (item 6 on the agenda). 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Nick Brown and seconded by Councillor 
Amanda Hack and was: 
 
RESOLVED that Section 2, Accounting statements 2015/16, of the Annual 
Return for the year ended 31st March 2016 (attached as Appendix 10) be 
completed, signed and submitted accordingly. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
The Council having carried out an assessment of the effectiveness of the 
Council’s financial arrangements, concluded that there were sound systems of 
internal control. The Internal Auditor, having reviewed the annual accounts, 
found the Accounting Statements to have been prepared on the correct basis 
and were supported by adequate audit trails to underlying records. 

 
5448 Financial Regulations 

 
Council reviewed the Financial Procedure Rules and adopted an updated set 
of regulations (item 7 on the agenda).   
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It was proposed by Councillor Nick Brown and seconded by Councillor 
Amanda Hack and was: 

 
RESOLVED  

  
1. that the revised Financial Regulations, attached as an Appendix to the 

report, be approved and adopted; and 
2. that delegated authority be given to the Executive Officer & Town Clerk to 

correct cross-referencing errors and make formatting, presentational, 
spelling, punctuation and grammatical corrections prior to publication.  

 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To comply with The Public Contracts Regulations 2015 and other 

legislative changes and to codify operational financial processes. 
2. To ensure that the document was consistent and user-friendly. 

 
5449 Announcements 

 
a) Town Mayor 

 
The Town Mayor, Councillor Berneta Layne, reported as follows: 
 
“Since my appointment as your Town Mayor at our last meeting, I have 
been kept very busy.  I have attended events both here in Braunstone 
Town and I have represented the Town in both Blaby District and 
Leicester City”. 
 
“The events were mainly centred on the Queen’s 90th birthday 
celebrations and the 100th anniversary of the significant events of May 
and June 1916 during World War One”. 
 
“Tomorrow I will be present at Leicester Cathedral attending the 
service to commemorate the start of the Battle of the Somme which 
saw so many young men wounded and so many lose their lives”. 
 
“Just a quick reminder the Summer Fete on 30th July, can you fill in 
your forms and return them as soon as possible”. 
 

b) Leader of the Council 
 

The Leader of the Council, Councillor Nick Brown, identified two issues 
the Town Council needed to be aware of, following the referendum on 
the United Kingdom’s membership of the European Union: 

i. there had been incidents of hate crimes committed around the 
Country against migrants, while no such incidents had been 
reported in Braunstone Town it was important for the Council to 
take an active role in the community in order to prevent and 
tackle any such occurrences; and 

ii. financial projections suggested a period of uncertainty and risk, 
particularly from reduced inward investment, which would 
impact on tax revenues and on public spending, the Town 
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Council was in a strong financial position but would need to be 
mindful of its spending in the short to medium term. 

       
c) Executive Officer and Town Clerk 

 
No announcements were made. 
 

5450 Public Session 
 
In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, members of the public may attend the 
meeting for the purpose of making representations, giving evidence or 
answering questions in respect of any item of business included on the 
agenda.   
 
There were 2 members of the public present at this point during meeting.   
One member of the public stated he was pleased that the Town Council had 
appointed two new Councillors and he wished them success in their new role.  
 

5451 Questions from Councillors 
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 

5452 Reports of Standing Committees: Plans & Environment Committee – 19th  
May 2016 

 
Council received the Report of the Plans & Environment Committee meeting 
held on 19th May 2016 (p6006 – p6011). 

 
It was moved by Councillor Robert Waterton and 
 
RESOLVED that the Report be adopted. 

 
5453 Reports of Standing Committees: Community Development Committee – 

19th May 2016 
 
Council received the Report of the Community Development Committee 
meeting held on 19th May 2016 (p6012 – p6016). 

 
It was moved by Councillor Anthea Ambrose and 
 
RESOLVED that the Report be adopted. 

 
5454 Reports of Standing Committees: Corporate Governance Sub-

Committee – 9th June 2016 
 
Council received the Report of the Corporate Governance Sub-Committee 
meeting held on 9th June 2016 (p6017 – p6020). 

 
It was moved by Councillor Nick Brown and 
 
RESOLVED that the Report be adopted. 
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5455 Reports of Standing Committees: Policy & Resources Committee – 9th  

June 2016 
 

Council received the Report of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting 
held on 9th June 2016 (p6021 – p6029). 

 
 Page 6022, Minute 6 – Thorpe Astley Community Centre Options Appraisal 
 
 Councillor Robert Waterton expressed concern about capacity and access to 

GP services for residents from Thorpe Astley at both Kingsway and Forest 
House. 

 
 Councillor Anthea Ambrose also expressed concern that it was difficult to get 

GP appointments locally resulting in some residents attending the Walk-in 
Centre.    

 
 Councillor Amanda Hack talked about reports that residents could use GP 

services in Leicester City CCG area. 
 

It was moved by Councillor Nick Brown and seconded by Councillor Robert 
Waterton and was 
 
RESOLVED that a letter be sent to the Clinical Commissioning Group seeking 
information on the current position with GP capacity and clarifying whether 
places were available for Braunstone Town residents at GP Surgeries within 
the Leicester City CCG area. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Nick Brown and 
 
RESOLVED that the Report be adopted. 

 
5456 Reports of Standing Committees: Plans & Environment Committee – 16th  

June 2016 
 

Council received the Report of the Plans & Environment Committee meeting 
held on 16th June 2016 (p6030 – p6038). 

 
 Page 6035, Minute 17 – Planning Decisions 
 
 Councillor Robert Waterton expressed concern about the implementation of 

car parking requirements.  In the case of application 16/0412, 6 Riddington 
Road, only two on-site parking spaces had been required rather than three, 
when the plans provided for four bedrooms.  The response from Blaby District 
Council had been that only two spaces could be provided to the front of the 
dwelling and it had been seen that conditioning three car parking spaces to 
the front would be unrealistic and manoeuvrability would not be practical.  On 
street car parking was considered as an option due to the nature and width of 
the road, although this was not ideal it would be unreasonable to refuse it on 
the basis of car parking alone, given the location.   Councillor Robert 
Waterton concluded that Blaby District Council needed to be apply its own 
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rules and it was important that decisions taken under delegated authority 
were within these rules. 

   
It was moved by Councillor Robert Waterton and seconded by Councillor Nick 
Brown and was 
 
RESOLVED that a letter be sent to Blaby District Council seeking an 
explanation on how it was legal to apply a lower parking requirement in the 
case of application 16/0412, 6 Riddington Road, than required in the District 
Council’s own planning policies. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Robert Waterton and 
 
RESOLVED that the Report be adopted. 
 

5457 Motions on Notice 
 
No Motions on Notice had been submitted.  

 
5458 Sealing of Documents 

 
 There were no documents for sealing.   

 
5459 Outside Body Reports 

 
a) Leicestershire County Council 
 

Mrs J Fox, County Councillor for Braunstone Town Division, reported on 
County Council matters as follows: 
i. Academies – a motion was considered by LCC Council on 29th June 

concerning the importance of schools being able to determine 
whether or not they would wish to become an Academy, which 
received cross-party support. 

ii. Better Care – County Council earmarked funds had now ceased. 
iii. Strategic Growth Plan – this would cover both County and City and 

the Leader and City Mayor were in liaison with each other, once 
drafted there would be a consultation. 

iv. Combined Authority – this had been delayed but was still due to go 
ahead, it was important to work together and produce economies of 
scale and to ensure proposals were not watered down. 

v. Syrian Refugees – the first Syrian refugees to be settled in the County 
were due in August, the number was lower than first anticipated. 

vi. Strategic Waste Plan – an amendment was put to Council, which had 
been rejected, on the location of disposal units. 

vii. Transport Improvements – currently M1 Bridge to Lubbesthorpe and 
the potential for a link to the M1 from the A426 (junction 20a). 

viii. School Places – all school places locally had been filled and there 
was a pressure on places with the current provision. 
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b) Blaby District Council  
 

Councillor Phil Moitt advised of the recent Planning Committee which 
considered a controversial item and therefore required Police protection. 
 
Councillor Shabbir Aslam advised that he was returning to his work at 
Blaby following recent sickness.   Councillor Aslam had been approached 
by a concerned resident in respect of hate crime which had arisen in other 
parts of the County.   Councillor Aslam advised that Blaby District was a 
multi-cultural area and all were keen to work towards maintaining 
community cohesion.  He quoted the call of the Police & Crime 
Commissioner that any hate crime must be reported to the Police 
immediately. 
  

c) Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local Councils 
 
The Group had not met since the previous report. 
  

d) Braunstone West Social Centre 
 

Councillor Phil Moitt reported that he had attended a Committee meeting 
in May and progress was being made with refurbishment to the building 
and the Centre was continuing to function under new management. 
 

e) Braunstone Town Community Minibus 
 

Councillor Paul Kennedy reported on the recent AGM, the Group were 
raising funds for a community Christmas Quiz and were seeking ideas.    
 
The next meeting would be 9th July and will be looking at costs and 
improving trips.  In response to a question from Councillor Roger 
Berrington, Councillor Paul Kennedy agreed to look into the reduction in 
mileage of the mini-buses and whether a comprehensive service was still 
being offered. 
 
Councillor Kennedy concluded that if anyone was aware of someone who 
would benefit from a trip to get them to contact Nadine Blight. 
  

f) Lubbesthorpe Strategic Consultative Board 
 

The next meeting was scheduled for 27th July 2016. 
 

g) School Governors 
 

Councillor Nick Brown reported that places were filling up quickly at 
Millfield Academy. 

 
5460 Approval of Accounts 

 
Council received payments from 1st March 2016 until 21st June 2016 (item 
15 on the agenda). 
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It was proposed by Councillor Nick Brown and seconded by Councillor 
Amanda Hack and was: 
 
RESOLVED that the list of Approved Expenditure Transactions for the Period 
1st March 2016 until 21st June 2016 be approved.   
 
Reason for Decision 
 
To authorise payments in accordance with the Accounts & Audit Regulations. 
 

5461 Termination of Meeting 
 

 The meeting closed at 9.35pm. 
 

 
 

These minutes are a draft and are subject to consideration for approval at the 
next meeting, scheduled for 29th September 2016. 

 
 


	COUNCILLOR BERNETA LAYNE, TOWN MAYOR, IN THE CHAIR

