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BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY 8th DECEMBER 2016 AT 7.45PM 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Anthea Ambrose (Chair) and Councillors Roger Berrington 
(substituting for Sharon Betts), Nick Brown, David Di Palma, Sam Fox-Kennedy, 
Amanda Hack, Paul Kennedy, Berneta Layne (Town Mayor ex officio), Sam Maxwell 
and Gary Sanders. 
 
Officers in attendance: Darren Tilley, Executive Officer & Town Clerk and Pauline 
Snow, Deputy Executive Officer and Community Services Manager. 
 
There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
 
52. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Ajmer Basra, Sharon 
Betts and Alex DeWinter. 

 
53. Disclosures of Interest 

 
A disclosure of Non-Pecuniary Interest was made by Councillors Roger 
Berrington and Berneta Layne in agenda item 10a, Community Grant 
Applications, 050 Friendship Group, as trustees of the Braunstone West 
Social Centre where the Group meet.  

 
54. Public Participation 

 
In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, members of the public may attend the 
meeting for the purpose of making representations, giving evidence or 
answering questions in respect of any item of business included on the 
agenda.  
 
There were no members of the public present. 

 
55. Minutes of the Meeting held 13th October 2016 

 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th October 2016 were circulated (item 4 
on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2016 be 
approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record. 

 
56. Town Mayor’s Report 
 

The Committee received a report setting out the activities of the Town Mayor, 
Councillor Berneta Layne (item 5 on the agenda). 
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It was noted that the Town Mayor proposed to organise a Caribbean Evening 
on Friday 24th March 2017 to include entertainment and hot food in order to 
raise funds for her chosen charity. 

 
RESOLVED  
 
1. that the update be noted; and 
2. that the proposal to organise a Caribbean Evening be approved. 
 
Reasons for Decision 

 
1. To monitor and review the effectiveness of the Town Council’s community 

engagement activities. 
2. To monitor and approve any additional events suggested by the Town 

Mayor and ensure that these could be sufficiently supported by officers.  
 
57. Town Watchers 

 
The Committee received a progress report on the work and activities of Town 
Watchers (item 6 on the agenda).   
 
An Extra Ordinary meeting of the Town watchers was held on 12th September 
and it was agreed that the group would meet three times a year in future.  
Support had been offered in applying for community grants from various 
sources to help with the cost of room hire, postage, speakers etc. 
 
A meeting had been held on 21st November and it was noted that only seven 
members of the Town Watchers group had attended. 
      

58. Speed Sign Data 
 
The Committee considered recent speed sign data for Turnbull Drive, 
including time and date of speeding occurrences (item 7 on the agenda).   
 
It was noted that 90% of vehicles were travelling at the speed limit and that 
the Police would not take any action with regard to the small minority of 
vehicles travelling over the speed limit.   
 
Data for Turnbull Drive had now been completed and the speed sign was to 
be moved to a new location. 

 
RESOLVED that the speed sign to be located at Murby Way followed by 
Withers Way. 
 
Reason for Decision  
 
To collect new data from both locations in order to compare the current 
speeding situation with previous results. 
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59. Initial Arrangements for Summer Fete 2017 
 
The Committee received proposals for the Summer Fete (item 8 on the 
agenda).   
 
Proposed ideas for activities included a dog show, circus workshop, traction 
engine and stalls.  It was noted that both the climbing wall and Wild Animal 
Roadshow were expensive items to hire and investigations would be made 
into alternative activities. 
 
It was suggested that a farmers market, allotment produce and B-Inspired 
community group could also be invited to attend.  
 
RESOLVED  
 
1. that the date for 2017 Summer Fete be Saturday 29th July and 

arrangements for the Summer Fete 2017 be commenced; and 
2. that proposals be submitted for activities costing less money and 

generating additional revenue.   
 

Reasons for Decision  
 
1. To organise an annual community event for all residents to attend. 
2. To ensure that activities booked for the event provided value for money. 
 

60. Summary of Grant Applications 
 
The Committee received a list of grants paid to date and applied for from 
external sources (item 9 on the agenda).  

 
RESOLVED that the position be noted. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
To monitor progress with supporting community groups with identifying 
sources of funding and with the awarding of grants under the Council’s 
Community Grants Scheme. 
 

61. Community Grant Applications 
 
The Committee considered Community Grant Applications which had been 
received (item 10 on the agenda).   
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that Community Grants be approved as follows: 

a) O50 Friendship Group - £150, and 
b) Braunstone Swimming Club - £300; and 

2. that the Community Grant application from Braunstone Life Community 
Newspaper be deferred pending further information on the Group’s 
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balances and submission of draft accounts for 2016. 
 

Reasons for decision 
 
1. The applications had met the criteria of the grant scheme and the required 

information had been submitted. 
2. The financial information submitted showed large balances in the 

Braunstone Life Community Newspaper’s accounts and the Group was not 
making a loss each financial year; therefore evidence would need to be 
provided that the balances were earmarked and there was a reduction in 
income and increase in costs this financial year for the application to be 
progressed. 

 
62. Improvements to Parks and Open Spaces 
 

The Committee received a progress report on current projects and funding 
(item 11 on the agenda).   
 
It was noted that investigations into grant funding for the Shakespeare Park 
Improvement Project had been undertaken but the majority of funding sources 
would not support the Town Council’s project.  Sports England’s grant 
scheme for capital works would not be opened until December 2016 but the 
deadline for this grant was not until May 2017.  It was suggested that local 
businesses be approached with a view to receiving sponsorship for the 
project. 

 
RESOLVED that applications to suitable sources of funding be made for the 
Shakespeare Park Improvement Project including approaching local 
businesses requesting sponsorship for the project. 

 
     Reason for Decision  

 
To raise external funding to match fund the expenditure of the Town Council 
for the Shakespeare Park Improvement Project. 

      
63. Franklin Park Community Orchard – Events and Community Activities 

 
Members were advised that the last meeting of the Franklin Park Working 
Group was held on 24th August 2016 and that future activities, events and 
maintenance issues to be discussed through the Community Development 
Committee (item 12 on the agenda).   
 
Members discussed the arrangements for Apple Day 2016. 
 
Members were advised that the apple trees in the Community Orchard 
required pruning and it was suggested this be undertaken by volunteers on 
18th January 2017, 10am – 1pm 
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RESOLVED 
 
1. that in future years, if weather conditions were poor, the Apple Day event 

be cancelled rather than moved to an indoor venue and that the date for 
Apple Day be brought forward by one week; and 

2. that former members of the Franklin Park Working Group, Town 
Councillors and local residents be invited to participate in the pruning of 
the trees and that hot soup and refreshments be provided at the Civic 
Centre afterwards. 

 
     Reasons for Decision  
 

1. The Apple Day event would work better at the orchard rather than indoors 
and bringing the date forward may avoid the poorer weather conditions. 

2. To ensure that essential work to the community orchard is carried and that 
local residents are offered the opportunity to continue to participate in the 
project. 

 
64. Community Development Objectives 
 

The Committee considered the Community Development Objectives, which 
had originally been developed in 2011, and determined whether they were 
relevant to address current and emerging issues faced by the Council and the 
community (item 13 on the agenda).   

 
RESOLVED that it be recommended to Policy & Resources Committee that it 
be recommended to Council that once Priority 2, Customer Service Shop, had 
been completed, a new priority “Enhancing a Socially Inclusive and Vibrant 
Community” be included.  
 

          Reason for Decision 
  

To positively and proactively respond to the evolving and changing social 
demographic of the community through developing and supporting new and 
existing events and community/social inclusion initiatives.  
 

65. Financial Comparisons 
 

The Committee received Financial Comparisons for the period 1st April 2016 
to 28th November 2016 (item 14 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
There were no issues identified with income and expenditure to date. 
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66. Capital Plan and Budget Estimates 2017/2018 
 

The Committee considered a Statement of Expenditure for 1st April 2015 to 
31st March 2016, a list of capital projects for 2017/2018 and beyond and a 
proposed budget for 2017/2018 for recommendation to Policy & Resources 
Committee (item 15 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 
Reasons for Decision 
 
There were no issues identified with the Capital Plan and Budget Estimates 
 

67. Approval of Accounts 
 

The Committee considered payments from 5th October until 28th November 
2016 (item 16 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the list of Approved Expenditure Transactions for the period 
5th October until 28th November 2016 be approved. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
To authorise payments in accordance with the Accounts & Audit Regulations 
and the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 

68. Local Area Co-ordination Pilot 
 
RESOLVED that in view of the special / confidential nature of the business to 
be transacted, it was in the public interest that the press/public be temporary 
excluded and they be instructed to withdraw (Standing Orders 3.5 and 3.7 
apply).  Reasons for exception – Personal Information.  
 
The Committee received a progress report concerning the Local Area 
Coordinator Project (item 17 on the agenda).   
 
A meeting with Blaby District Council’s Health & Well-being Officer Lead and 
the Local Area Co-ordination Manager had been arranged for 15th December 
2016 when it was anticipated that arrangements would be confirmed for the 
continued partnership arrangement with the Town Council. 
 

69. Termination of Meeting 
 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm. 
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SIGNED ____________________________________ (CHAIR) 

 
DATE ______________________________________ 

 

NOTE:  
CRIME & DISORDER ACT 1998 (SECTION 17) – The Council has an obligation to consider Crime and  
Disorder implications of all its activities and to do all that it can to prevent Crime and Disorder in its area. 
EQUALITIES ACT 2010 
Braunstone Town Council has a duty in carrying out its functions to have due regard to:- 

• eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation; 
• advance equality of opportunity between different groups; and; 
• foster good relations between different groups 

To ensure that no person receives less favourable treatment on the basis of race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment,  
sexual orientation, age, religion or belief, marriage or civil partnership, pregnancy or maternity. 


